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AS TO SANTA CLAUS

Cis gqoite the fond these doys of doubt
Foo pot old Sania on the =shelf;
ot yon o pue suvh denhkt to roaot
Hy hein santn Clius yonrselfl!?
Yo aling ronr pack
Upon xyour bhacl
And seek the hovels poanr and menn.
Where santa Clans I seldom seen,
Al ik sounls that there nlibde
Fhiviv portion of the Christmastide,
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The flrst thh maka sure of i
placing the Christmmns tree is that it is
firmily  plurtod Probably the safest
wWay toe make a homo-made stand is to

| mstin cross of two ploces of  wood,
il il Teitee leatls to tree and

t fa) i

il [\ A smnll tree can hs
firmily held in a Lex of sand ar n an
Inverted box with o round oponing foy
tho trunit In the hottom Thera are
d saro stands for enle in
shope. Ono Iy 5 delighittal
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TRIMMING THE TREE
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Exynopals of Preceding Chinplers. I'or » long WUme she stood linmaov-
Chalils Wranaall tn found dead In n road- jable fust inside the door, recalling the
house Iy widow, uceldentally meeting the {Lorrid pleturs of wnother day, 8
eirl, Hetty Cavtleton, who had wecompanlied triedd to linaeid ; A S
blim to the lnn the nlght Lefore, offers her |71 N HElne the scene that hai
2 hom The two women return from a long | Deen enacted there  with gentle, loy
trip 1 Lesits Wrandall, the dend man's [able Hotty Glynn s nl her whi us
Lrother, falls desperntely In tove with 3ss | {000 1 the li:‘l’ll-'ltl'!'l] l'll.fxrui-.hl-'lnl I}\‘“
.~ und propones to her, but by re- | FNE 8 : ; gy A LG
Ith hoarror. #imith, a detectly us- | BICL had told the whole ELory of e
' Wrarne of having commiited (Ugly night., Sarn tried to sees §t pa it
i { ' t-; .;,‘-.|.l‘:.» .'.-‘t‘f‘."’ tactunlly hiad tronspired. For months
Wr ] Tile 1} i ta i
d e ntder, o M LIS pres criterprise had been in her
nind-—tha desire to  mgon thie nliea
agaln, to o thers with ol Impressions
whickh sha could deave In hind  when
| FeIGY 1o emerge I 0 rew Irisme of
milnd It was hiors thit sho meant Lo
! e off the shaeklea of o harrid
bream, e pirga hersolf of the lan
voestige of hitterness, 1o cleanses hep
H ! of ecortain thonghity and men
N
| Downstairs Hooth waited  for biet
i1y henrd the strars 0 thao tragaody

rom the puyrl
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i} [ dreoil o fore - tnd L the er of the hall
L ellef st that | ' y He th ! Her face was color.
thi | 14 } e Fle pittisie oot In
f i Sy N ! Loto BEriEt her as she rtopd theorn
HE Aol thsit LR Pitiless Hpht with () vivii
1t Her o Athen to wirt repture he had put upon canvas ‘s
nu ¢ ] -
biin miel turne.|
LIm ot I y { e fallowed
Ve % full L LTS whern
* bivard ; ' . Lt desnry -
A ' 0w L Hoa 1
fletisih of | eived T Giood heavens, Sara, ara
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tithy n | 1B desceted: hadl.
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%t PItied | niute sure ol :
firoploce o this ) fir vin .
1) Het | ovas 11 wilint =
Fillier Jfelesy | IHE Tor anon ths—tl “
e, watehine ot thi copet with e
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breale  about gt '8¢ 1848 WY You
UMy God!” ho muttered agaln, and
“I will stoup for veu at nipnes vi. | bassed Lisg hand over i eVOE 10
a short puuse, sho looked up anid Phrow was W ot Ho looleed ot ]I;.-_.- '
"I supposs you would lke to Hordnmbly asif expecting to tind them
[ ¢owhere I ian talting vou' covoered with blood. ]
"It doesn't analtor, Spral I 1t wafe with you?' for the third
“I want you t go with mo to Bur- |tme
ton's Inn,” il taare he whlspered, fol-
Lk Inn?* her example without knowinsg
b o Is the place whers my hud- e ld w0, “I—T van't bellove you,
- r "0 [} riaoe't
hand was killed," she sald, quite stead- & FEU L b tru
iy L
‘H-- dlartoed I hit=du vou thini “You have Known--all the thine?"
it best, Sara, Lo open ol swountds hy--= | I"I'ru!:l that nlght \-.h--!ln I atood
I hieve thought 1t all ont, Briogden, | Where we are :t.u_nlfltng LU,
I want 10 go thore—juut once 1 want And—und—she?
Lo go into that room agnin' | "1 had never seen her until that
- | night 1 saved her
CHIATTER X% e dropped suddenly upon the trunk
Onee More at Burton's Inn that =tood behind Lim, ond bucled his
Agaln Sarn Weandall found hepaeltin | feee e his hoands For o long l:rn.--.
thigt never-to-be-forgotton Voo at tshe stood over b, her interest divid
Iturton's Inn.  On that grim night in o4 tweon him o and the hadl, wherein
Mureh, rhoe had cntered without foar 1-L-| ; !.--l.--" present perll; J!
or tiembling wiuse she lknew what “"Come” she gald al Jast. “Pull your-
wilh there Now she quaked with self togethaer, Wao  must  leave this
mbghty chlll of terrar, for she knew | Plice. If you ara not énreful, thoy will
ot what wns there In the guicel, pow tsuspect soemething  downstai g
soquestered  room. Burton Yind Ir-11l|I Ho looked up with hiaggard  eyes.
them on thelr areival  after o long | Stedying her face with curlous intent
drive across country that patrons of |Hess g
the inn Invarialdy asked which roon | it nuinner of woman ars vou,
31 s rglio I Ay - AL
It owas that had Leen the seende of the | lie questicned, slowly, wonder-
traggedy, and, on Nnding out., refuszed | 13 )
pointhlanle  to  ocoupy it, In canse- | I have just discovered that I am
Lquenes, hie had been obliged (ot tvery much Hike other women, nfter all,”
tform It into o sort of store and d.  “For awhile T thought § waa

roo [ditterent, that 1 was stronger than my

s stood In the mlddle of the |Hex. But T nm Just as weak, just au
murky room, for the shutters had long | much to be philed, Just as much to be
been cloged to the light of day, and [fcorned g any ono of wmy sisters |
looked about her in awo at the letero-  Dave spoiled a ﬂr“lt. act by -‘N'('i'“."'-i'
|#encous mnass of hoxes, trunks, Lan- |to do o mean one,  God will boar wit-

that

dles and rubhbish, seattered over ﬂn:_‘“‘-“-‘* my thoughts were noblo ot
Inoor withont cire or systom. She had |the |-||l,3|I¢-T.'. my heart was soft. I,
[vlosed the door behind her and wag |¢omel There is much more to tell thu
{yuite alone. Light sneaked in through (tatnct be told here. You shall Lnow
the the shutters, but so """‘1'3‘”‘“"“- 4 2 f

meagrely it only served to In- Phey went downslilrs and out Anto
crenss the I\;:--nlu. A illsmantled bed- the erisp antumn alr. .‘sI\'h: Bitvo direc-
{#tead stood Lheaped up In the corner. | Hons toe her “1'_"“ﬂ"'m" They wero to
[8ho aid not have to be told whut hed | raverse for some dlstance the same
S e P AL A Er DR s there, too, |Fend she had taken on (hat {ll-fated
rolled up and tied with o thick garden |("eht a year and a half before, In

thero wero dull, ugly [ couras of time the motor approached o
| blood-staing upon It. Why the thrirty !\\'l*]l_-l'vl;:ﬂluh.-.rl.-‘l. |'H}]\\:IY crossing.,

‘Barton had persevered in lkeoping this | *Slow down, Cole she said.  “Thia
useless articlo of furilture, sho could |!s & mean plice—a very moean place '
[only surmise. Porhaps It was held ge | Turning to Booth, who had been sit-

iropo.  She knew

an Ifiducement to the morbidly curi- [tins grim and sllent beside her fo
ous, who always seek out the grue-|mlles, she sald, lowering lier volco:
some and glout even as they shudder. {TO BE CONTINUED.} Eie
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